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If you don't mind -- Mayor Wagner. I'11 tell you why. He ig a 


man who has been in politics for 12 years -- democrat -- it doesn't 
matter if he was democrat or repulican -- an he found at the # end 
of that particular period that politics play too mich of a part, 
and that he for himself has a definite conviction that he has 
done everything that he could do ?(and has not been)? sufficiently 
appreciated, or rather that he feels that it is like a waste of 
time and that he cannot go against this particular political 
machine. The strength of his character, and it may be for his 
sons that he sacrfices, it is still a sacrifice, but in any 
event he thinks that there is something more worthwhile in life 
than just ?(praying or playing)? and doing the best he could ree 
garding the city of NY. He has come to the end of that particular 


period. 


I will try to tell you why that appeals to me. Because this whole 
question of spending one's life for a certain purpose becomes after 
#/AAIXE some time a conviction that one is doing the right thing 

or sometimes that one comes to a conclusion that gas may not 

be the right thing,but then one should have also a conviction and 


the strength of characte® to change it. This is what I mean. 


We are now a rather small group. Most of us are a little older in 
works; some of you who are new who may not understand very well 
what I want to say -- I will probably say similar things on Sunday 
when some of you are there and more of the older people probably 
will be there, and I also will sy it on Tuesday. At least I 

will repeat the substance of what I have in mind and about which 


I am at the present time quite serious,and I don't think that I 


will change my mind. 


It has to do with the way I spend my time. I have chosen it as 
you know, and you might say I've worked on it for several years. 
Again certain difficulties which were inherent in it, but at the 
present time I find myself more or less responsible for about 100 
people here in NY, a few more in Boston, and some in Seattle anda 
in Berkeley, and of course my wish is that $tstil1l could expand 
and, there would be gradually more and more people of that kind. 

I do this because I am convinced that it is necessary and also 

I do it as you probably know because there are ceptain things 
that Gurdjieff told me regarding work and regarding an obligation 
with which he, the last time when he was here and the last day 
when he was here, charged me, It walt, a private conversation 
that was between Gurdjieff and myself. It was in the presence 


tha 
of several others and if they remember well enough can recall 


very well what was being said,and I have based what I have tried 


A + 
to do ever since on that particular thlagahien 


As far as I am concerned, I think I've tried in any event to 
live up to that, and there are at the present time enough proofs 
in the form of ‘taper or perhaps memory or some notes of meetings 
we have had and the deslings with the different people, that I 
feel that I am not guilty if I would leave it. I have fulfilled 
a certain ie to make absolutely sure that in mapy ways 
work, inthe way that- Gurdjieff meant it, or rather the way that 
I understood ¥ž it, that I have Ti ségvt¢édd/# discharged that 
particular obligation of being exact and to have taken care that 


maybe there is a record which may or may not remain in existence 


after I die, but at least I have satisfied my own conscience 
that regarding that I have pene Sere of certain things so that 
there is no further questiony from my stendpoing at least, of 
what is meant by work on myself or on oneself, and that it is 
enough in a sufficiently clear form that people could follow it 
or rather that they could listen to it, and then they have enough 
information so that they could start work on themselves if they 


wish,and to some extent I think several of us are making attempts 


of tnat kind, 


So there is no, as I say, no guilt feeling. And I have a feeling 
of having discharged that responsibility and there must be a very 
definite reason why I went to continue with groups or with Brewster, 
or even with music evenings like togight. I only will do it on 

one comition. And I ill do it then in exactly the same way, 

to the best of my ability, I will do it when the group as a whole 
will tke over a responsibility which I think they have when they 
went to consider the possible continuation of these groups , perhaps 
as long as I am still alive, that financially J it is teen care 

of. You see, this kind of decision I have to makg. I hate ana I 
don't want to remind all the time different people that they are in 
arrears or thet they are a little delinquent. I hate the fact 

that everyone fho comes to the group, unless they pay on a monthly 
basis, nave to fork out $3. And sometimes thts try to get away 
with it. Sometimes they cannot do this or that, and I don't wan 


e 


, to send out wr" ~~ letters that they have forgotten 


x 


that there was a necessity of paying on a monthly basis, particularly 


for group one and group two. 


So, that I would sa, is not my particular concern and I don't 
want it. Because, you see, if I don't do this, I have no AédéesPity 
AA/DALDAA hesitancy in making money the way I always have done, 
and I assure you I can make more than enough in order to assure 
my living because I have many strings on my bo, and I cm go in 
various directions, not only in chemistry and science, but also 
in other directions in which I have worked. And aside from tha t, 
if I wmted to,I could give lectures on Gurdgieff, or I could 
write articles , or I could set up a # pychological clinic in order 
to help the lovelorn or perhaps a mrriage burem, or what ever 
you want to cal it. I think I am clever enough to establish my- 
saf if I really wanted to do it. 

w a ue A 
E is not for ma Seats t I am afraid, and r A 
e I am doing at the present time. I simply use this as an 
illustration ,that you don't have an idea that I am in this sine 


prirpeag 


«i ~- if you wmt to cal it a business -- for any other rveasen- 
‘than only to help maintain work. And for that reason I expect now 


everybody else, understanding it now a little bit better perhaps , 


will have to help me to maintain it apt Otherwise I will stone 


How will you maintain it? I want to do away with this idea of 

the payment at the door. At thè same sic, Sera has to be tät o 

kind of a guarantee Rens several of you do when you pay for a 

month, bat I went to eliminate that I have anything to do „With it, 
f o p 


I don't wmt to keep a record of how mech 
power 
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So, that I would s@, is not my particular concern and I don't 
went it. Because, you see, if I don't do this, I have no Ad¢édd@ity 
TA/ DAIS hesitancy in making money the way I always have done, 
and I assure you I can make more than enough in order to assure 
my living because I have many strings on my boW, and I cm go in 
various directions, not only in chemistry and science, but also 
in other directions in which I have worked. And aside from that, 
if I wmted to ,1 could give lectures on Gurdgieff, or I could 
write articles , or I could set up a gf pychological clinic in order 
to help the lovelorn or perhaps a mrriage burem, or what ever 
you want to cal it. I think I am clever enough to establish mye 
self; if I really wented to do it. 
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RA I am doing at the present time, I simply use this as an 
illustration that you don't have an idea that I am in this kiné 
s£ -- if you wmt to cal it a business -- for any other reasen- 
‘than only to help maintain work. And for that reason I Ketar now" 
everybody else, understanding it now a little bit better perhaps , 
will have to help me to maintain itam Otherwise I will stope 


How will you maintain it? I want to do away with this idea of 
the payment at the door. At thè same time, there has to be tat w 
kind of a guarantee whieh several of you do when you pay for a 
month, byt I went to eliminate that I have anything to do with it, 
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4; gf me, fonder to know who F mignt-expeot_to ftpobeally hore- 


in a 


he 


people of the group maybe someone who needs money for g certain 
E ETE the freedom to give it anå to help, expecting 
it perhaps sometimes to come back, and perhaps nevef come back, 
but thet is where whatever you mig:t say Ca surplus,that is where 
the money goes. It is exactly the same of Brewster. It is exactly 
the same with anything that might come in. And yot must real Zyize 
tomb tuak is lwportatent tuat 1 nave tnat kind of a freedom ,80 that 
if when one gives something,tha is exactly the sane Wi as a 
gift that used to be given by us to Gurdjieff. You may as wéll 
al such a ¥ž moment kiss it goodby. That is, the way it is being 

aa Tha teca 
spent Ž#/m/ happens to be my affair, exactly like Gurdjieff,;when one 
at gometime gave him some money and after Sacer consideration 
and ta king and manipulating between Qizmenn and Gurdjieff and myself 
~=- I happened to be so-called the goat every once in a while, and 
someone else at some other time was the gost | end newcomer became 
exactly the same way. Ah niate cea. we have ; ah yah, we 
went to go to crayfish pery. and so it was manipulated that one 
forks out 2 or 3 thousand francs which was at that time quite a 
considerable amount of money, and then one goes with a group -- 
ah-¥es, you want to come also, yes you cm comee And so pretty 
soon with 10 people you go up to Monmartre and there you sit and 
there 211 of them eet and e& and eat and there goes your money, 

` 

I s this because you must not think for one moment that Gurdjieff 
had no parti cular purpose, but when one tn es to see money in reievion 
to that whet wos being td ked about, and thet if there is anything 
in your conscience thet may reke you realize that it is portant 


and tha it should be maintained, and it should be maintained I say 


in this wa} thet is, it has to be done correctly; it must not be 


done because it is just a metter of a little BEY re 


of a habit to get together. It is not a question of deviating 
from work as such, It is not just to have a good time or to 
introduce certain ideas that do not belong to Gurdjieff and that 
are more end more in the direction of Zen, which nobody undertands 
atiyysifnow. It is exactly Cashak that I feel because of if 

one. ae like the wy I vai and ifyou don't believe in it you 
are entirely free to go wherever you wish. I can assure you there 
is none in NY who taks about Gurdj jeff the wy I ®©. You cm gp 
to the foundation if you like, andl hope you cm enjoy it, but 


that is for me not the seat or the center of wrk. 


30 here is the situation. Ther is the problem. You have. to solve 
it. If you have ideas about it, you c@mtell mc. Whatever it 

is that you want to decide mutual ly, and whoever is more vocal 

than someone else, get together on it. As I 8%, on Sunday I will 
mention it again, probably in a few different words,and on Tuesday yar 
prepeky I will say it a little bit more #ntensely because that is 
the kind of group on whom I rely, and where I believe that real 


work existse 


Sg6n that basis then, you must consider also this music. Because 
I will not continue with music unless it is a part of what we 
now call work. There are oyer 600 tapes in existence. There are 
close to 800 tapes of meetings, 860 or 70 wipes on mise. There 
is enough producton#, and there is enough variety, and there is no 
use for me to add and keep on adding, end almost I would say re- 
peating ,and perhaps sometimes for the reamn thet I st 11 think 


that there are centein subjects thatought to be td ked about 
jucidated and the. = 
or © 2 wt mey þe as fer as music g is concerned 


I may have some idea that something is not approached or should 


be covered in a certain way. 


So I want you to understand my positioncsececeece 


